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What is PLUS?

• Picture 

• Licensing 

• Universal 

• System



Licensors + Licensees = PLUS

• International Umbrella

• Trade Associations & Stakeholders

• Picture Licensors & Licensees

Advertising Agencies

Graphic Designers

Publishers

Museums

Public & Private Libraries

Picture Libraries 

Photographers

Illustrators

Artist Reps

Other Content Owners

Also: Software Developers, Attorneys, Picture 

Researchers, Manufacturers, Distributors, 

Standards Bodies, End Users, Etc.



The PLUS Coalition

• Multi-Industry

• Non-Profit

• Apolitical

• Worldwide



Mission

• Simplify & Facilitate Image 

Licensing.

• Specific Focus:

1. Global Metadata Standards for 

the Communication of Image 

Rights.

2. Supporting Systems.



Image Rights Metadata

• Parties

• Permissions

• Constraints

• Requirements & Conditions

• Image Identification info

• Other License Info



Must Provide Broad Benefit

• Any and all licensing models.

• Commissioned and stock images.

• Photography, illustration, artworks.

• Any country/law/language.

• Before, during & after transaction.

• No pricing.

• Benefit everyone, everywhere.



The PLUS Solution

• Words defined.

• Media organized. 

• Licenses structured.

• Parties, Licenses, Images 

identified.

• Images become data vessels.

• Language transcended.

• Metadata centralized.



Standards For Now & The Future

• Current Technologies.

• Developing Technologies.

• Future Technologies.



A Integrated System of Standards

• PLUS Glossary

• PLUS Media Matrix

• PLUS Packs

• PLUS License Data Format

• PLUS ID Code System

• PLUS Registries

• PLUS Tools

• PLUS Partner Solutions



The Picture Licensing Glossary

• 1500 Terms

• Standardized Definitions

• Approved by Licensors & Licensees

• Free Access Online 24/7

• Printed Version Now Available

• Updates Every 2 Years



PLUS Media Matrix

• Standardized Media Hierarchy

• Approved by Licensors & Licensees

• Standardized Licensing Menus

• Universal Matrix IDs for Each Use 

• Downloadable File & Specification

• DAM: Applications and Plugins

• Free.



PLUS Packs

• Streamlined RM licensing

• Universal License Packages

• Commonly licensed uses

• Universal IDs for each Pack

• Make your own Packs

• Example: See the SAA PLUS Packs 

Calculator at: 

www.stockartistsalliance.org 



PLUS License Data Format

• A schema for an image license.

• Approved by Licensors & Licensees

• XML/XMP

• Embeddable & Machine Readable.

• DAM Systems, Plug-ins, Other Apps

• Standardized Metadata Panels



PLUS License Data Format



PLUS License Data Format



PLUS-ID

• Unique Identifiers

• Globally Recognized

• Approved by Licensors & Licensees

• Encoders and Decoders

• DAM Systems, Plug-ins, Other Apps

• Make licensing easier for all

• An Integrated ID System



PLUS Registries

• Parties

• Licenses

• Content

• Optional



PLUS, Worldwide

• All Associations Were Invited At Outset

• First Step: Create a Foundation  in 1 
Language

• Next Step: PLUS Regional Working 
Groups

• Balanced Representation.

• Review & Comment.

• PLUS Supplements Standard

• PLUS Provides Country/Region Filters



Standards Approved. Now What?

• Working with standards bodies.

• Finalizing technical specifications.

• Preparing PLUS tools for beta.

• Building registries.

• Communicating with developers and 
equipment manufacturers.

• Expanding the scope of the 
organization.

• Beginning to work on next versions. 

• Recruiting new members & partners.



Integration

• Image capture

• Image editing

• Image management

• Rights management

• E-commerce

• Image display

• Business processes and systems



License Generator



Embedder/Reader



File Info Panels

• Adobe

• PLUS – Flash Panels

• Poundhill



PLUS and IPTC

• History

• Different memberships

• Mutual benefit

• Harmonize common fields

• IPTC, PLUS and image rights



Join PLUS

• PLUS benefits all stakeholders

• Working Groups now forming 

worldwide.

• PLUS needs your participation

• See me. Or email js@useplus.org

• Or join at www.useplus.org



Thanks.

• Thanks to PLUS Charter PLUS Member CEPIC

• PLUS Thanks all PLUS Members.

• Thanks to our volunteers and reviewers.

• Thanks Again to IPTC and IFRA

• PLUS Thanks Our Leadership Circle Members 
for their extraordinary level of support:




